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Priority of the UPA Gover:i:nent — Reservation to Denotified

Nomadic and Semi Nomadic Tribes before Lok Sabha

Elections.

Haribhau Rathod, MP
Yavatmal (Maharashtra)

Since our indepsndence successive Central Governments
have taken various measures, formulated various schemes, for the.
Welfare of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Trides since Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes are identified as backward classes in
our country. As a result of which people belonging to SC/STs are
weli safeguarded by th= Constitution of India and they are geiting
the benefits of reservation for so many years. But there is another
group that is known as Denotified Nomadic and Semi Nomadic
Tribes (DNTs), who are the most backward class in our country. But
this is very shameful that nobody has given attention to the plight of
most backward community, Denotified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic
Tribes of the country after so many years of Independence. | ar"r;
not going to blame anybody, any Government, but just to give an
idea about DNTs and apprise the common people wﬁu are not
aware about the present socio-economic condition of DNTs, the

present status of DNTs, | thought | should write something.

Total number of DNTs population in our country is about 15
crores. Various castes zll over the country come under DNT
community, such as Labana, Beldar, Vadadi, Vadar, Dhanbar,
Dome, Bhat, Gadia Lohar, Dhibar, Bhope, Chhara, Dasari, Atur,
Jogi, Bajania, Banjara, Lcdi, Rajlepar, Dhangar, Gardia, Pal,
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desperate criminals by the police and public alike, and continue o
be hounded as in colonial times. Aid by the British Government

they were notified as criminal tribals.

Soon after Independence, these communities, earlier notified

as criminal tribal, were denotified by the Government. This was
followed by the substitulivn of a series of acts. After independence,
various state governmenis have done little to restore land to the
DNTs. Schemes for economic uplifftment does not seem to have
benefited them since in Government record only Scheuied Castes
and Scheduled Tribes were treated as most backward community.
The rate of illteracy among the DNTs is higher than that of
Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes, malnutrition more frequent
and provisions for education and health care almost negligible since
most of them have remained nomadic. Above all, there is no limit to

the atrocities that the DNTs have to face.

During last few dzacades due to the spread of communications
the Banjara lifestyle has naturally altered and the tribals have had to
abandon their packs of animals and take to working as labourers on
building and construction projects. Despite all this, their traditional
custorn=. manners and coremonies have undergone little change

and their migatory instinct is still intact.

Fandit Jawaharla!l Nehru Ji was well aware about the plight of
DNTs. So, when 3rd Five Year Plan (1952-1957) was drafted by
Planning Commissien, Pandit ji suggested to take measures for
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recommendations were made in 3 Five Year Plan for upliftment/
development of DNTs and a separate budget provisions for
upliftment of DNTs were also made. After that Government of India
directed to each and every State Governments to give immediate
effect for free education, scholarship after matriculation to DNTs
and zlso suygested to take steps for upliftment and development of
DNTs. Justice Venkatachzilaiah Commission also recommended for
special consideration abctit De-Notified & Nomadic Tribes to include
them in the list of Scheduled Tribes or to appoint a special
Commission to study about them and given them special privileges.
The Denotified Tribes/Ccmmunities have been wrongly stigmatized
as crime prone and subjected to highhanded treatment as well as
exploitation by the representatives of law and order as well as by
the General Society. The special approach to their development has
been delineated and emphasized in the report of the working group
for the Development of Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Castes and
Backward Classes in successive plans and also in the Annual
Reports of the Commissioners for the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, National Commission for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and the National Commissions for the Backward
Classes. There are zlso special reports available on Denotified
Tribes. Their recommendztions have not received attention of

successive Governmeni T2 many vears. After severa! peaceful
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Renke Commission submitied itz report  with  various
racommendsziions to Government for consideration. The main
recommeandations are [i] Census of DNTs in 2011 census 1, [ii]
Separate Budazt Provision, fiiil Housing schemes under diiferent
GOl Schemes, [iv] Special Socio-Economic Settlement Zones
(SSEZS) wilh infrasiruclures, fvi Resideniial Schools [vi] Allocaticn
of an appropouts percentage of Piisiity Sector Lending, [vi] DNT
Sub Plan on th2 line of 88F and eariarking aporopriate proportion
of Xl Plan [vil] Separate Financa Develﬂprﬁent Corporation [ix]
Financing by State level Finance Development Corporation for
employment oriented schemes [x] Bring Tanadas and Bastis of
DNTs under revenue village [xi] Scheduled Castes & Scheduled
Tribes [Prevention of Atrocities] Act, 1989 be made applicabie to
DMTs [xii] Formation of permanent National Commission for DNTs
[xiii] Creation of one more Schedule as Scheduled Denotified and
Nomadic Tribes in the Constitution of India as per the proposed Bill
brought by myself in Lok Sabha. [xiv] Reservation of seats for DNTs
at Blocks, Talukas, Panchayats, Zilla Parishads. Municipalities, etc.
[xv] Separate DNT Sub Plan, separate Ministry, separate
Development Finance Commission, separate budget provision for

welfare schemes. for DNTS. These are the main recommendations:

file:///E:/data0/data0/website/dnt.update/Artical .html

5/9



7/8/2017

Untitled
opposed this formula and he w.:s not ready to sign the report of the
Mandal Commission. Su.  Chairman, Mandal Commission
suggested him to give a separate note as dissent note. Shri Naik in
his dissent note mentioned that in OBC there are two categories,
one is backward and ancther is most backward, he suggested not to
bring the: OBC of the above-mantioned two categories under one
umbrella; the total quota of T:C guote should be split up - 15%
reservation should be qgiven for backward classes and 12%

reservation for most backward classes. Bul nobody has taken

cognizance of his suggestion.

It is a well known fact that many well off castes are included in
OBC list due to various politicai combpulsions. Acthally whereby the
well off castes amongst OBC communities are getling the
reservation facilities, the acluaily backward downtrodden are not
gelting any benefit of reservation. Last year a seminar on

raeanrabian Iecia wrso e intad Fre hlatimmal = ST | Mlass
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In receni times in Rajasii.xn we have seen Gujjars agilaﬂpn
for giving them ST status so tha' ihay can avail rsservation facility.
During this agitation Meenas :trongly opposed the demand of
Guijjars, but due to political compuision Rajasthan Government had
to give reservations and Gujjars were given separate reservation
along with Gadi Lohar (Bajnzras) and the matter was settled

peacefully. DNT people are alsc demanding separate reservation.

There are so many communities who are also demanding
SC/ST status. But political situation do not permit the Government

to give reservation to them though they deserve it due to their socio-
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