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- RESOLUTION RE: LEGISLATION FOR THE OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONS BELONGING TO DENOTIFIED TRIBES
AND NOMADIC TRIBES—contd.

1532 hours
- MR. CHAIRMAN: (SHRI VARKALA RADHAKIRSHNAN): Shri Haribhau

Rathod, you can continue your speech now.
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be exploited by more developed groups from the OBCs themselves. His dissent

So far as the categories of backward classes are concerned, hon. Supreme
Court, in its Judgement in Indira Sahney case has very clearly suggested to the
Government of India and State Governments that a large number of castes,
commﬁnitics and groups enlisted under the OBC list are not having the same socio,
economic, and political level of development. Hon. Supréme Court has observed
and directed that there is a vast gap between one caste and the other. I would like
to quote the relevant portion of the hon. Slipmnc Court's verdict. It says: '

“92A, we are of the opinion that there is no Constitutional or legal
bar to State categorizing the Backward Classes as Backward and
mnore Backward. We are not saying that it ought to be done. We are
concerned with the question if a State makes such a categorization,
whether it would be invalid? We think not. Let us take the criteria
invelved by the Mandal Commission. Any caste, group or class
which scored eleven or more points was treated as a Backward Class.
Mow it is not as if all the several thousands of castes, groups, classes
scored identical points. There may be some castes, groups, classes
which have scored points between 20 and 22 and there may be some
who have scored points between eleven and thirteen.
(g3/1550/Mh-rjs)

It cannot reasonably be denied that there is no difference between
these two sets of Castes/Groups/Classes. To give an illustration,
take occupational Groups wviz Goldsmiths and Vaddes (traditional
stone cutters in Andhra Pradesh) both included within other
Backward Classes. None can deny that Goldsmiths are far less
backward than Vaddes. If both of them are ground together and
reservation provided, the inevitable result would be that Goldsmiths
would take away all the reserved points leaving none for Vaddes. In
such a situation, a State may think it advisable to make a reservation
even among other backward classes so as to ensure that the more
backward among the Backward Classes obtain the benefits intended

for them. ..."
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“The De-notified Tribes/Communities have been wrongly
stigmatized as crime prone and subjected to highhanded treatment as
well as exploitation by the representatives of law and order as well

as by the General Society.”

T S e Al

“The Commission also considered the representations made on
behalf of the De-notified and Nomadic Tribal Rights Action Group
and decided to forward them to the Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment with the suggestion that they may examine the same

preferably through a Commission.™
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MR. CHAIRMAN (SHRI DEVENDRA PRASAD YADAV): Resolution moved:

“This House expresses its concern over the plight of persons
belonging to Denotified tribes and Nomadic tribes including
Banjaras and urges vpon the Government to bring forward suitable
legislation providing for:-

(1) promotion of educational and economic interests;

(ii)  reservation of posts in the services under the State; and

(iii) reservation of seats in the House of the People and the State
Legislative Assemblics,

in favour of persons belonging to Denotified tribes and Nomadic
tribes. including Banjaras and 1ake all necessary steps for their
overall development.”
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1607 hours
SHRI ADHIE CHOWDHURY (BERHAMPORE, WEST BENGAL): Mr.

Chairman, Sir, I must appreciate my hon. colleague, Shri Haribhau Rathod, as he
has taken the initiative to bring a Resolution for the welfare of the people
belonging to nomadic, semi-nomadic and denotified tribes in our country. It is a
very unusual Resolution, which we are now debating on. India had attained its
freedom 60 years ago, but still we are bearing the administrative hang over, the
legislative hang over of the British colonial power, which is vividly reflected in
the plight of our people who, even after belonging to our own country, do not have
their address, do not have their right to exercise franchise and do not have their
right to procure food under our Public Distribution System as they do not have
ration cards. These members of the wandering population visit place to place in a
sub-human condition. They are the people who are suffering from utter poverty

and neglect in our country.
Sometimes, 1 feel that those are the State-less citizens of our country who

are using our secil, but they are unable to reap up the benefit and opportunities
emanating from our soil. Sometimes, it is seen in conflict with our established
Constitution where we have protected the rights and privileges of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes by framing various articles and various provisions,
but in spite of the similarity between the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
and those nomadic and denotified tribes, they are even being deprived of getting
their privilege, their rights in this country.
(13/1610/ak-sk)

8ir, if we peep through the history of our country, then we will find that the
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were conguered by Sarmatians. Therefore, we can say that the ancestors of the Jat

population of our country also belonged to the No madic race.

As regards .ﬁhlm who are the ancestors of Ahirs? The origin of Ahlrs,
¥omadic tribe, and the stages of their migration into India are obscure. However,
Abhira King -- who may be regarded as a successor of the Satvahanas and Sakas
in the North-West Deccan — is Raja-Mathariputra Isvarasena. Abhiras were very
powerful in Punjab at the time of Alexander’s invasion.

If we take the case of Gujjars, the Gujjars are foreign people who came to

(m3/1615/vp/bks)
Those people even took up cudgels against the oppression and suppression of the
British imperialists. Naturally, they were disliked by the British imperialism. In
order to contain the influence of those fiercely independent people, the British
imperialism branded them as criminal tribes. Nowhere in the world any
community can be determined by the deeds committed or perpetrated by any
individual of any community. But here, in our country, the colonial British
branded one community after another, one tribe after another, on their own
volition, declared as criminal tribes. To notify that criminal tribes, they ¢ven made
legislation in the year 1871, under the nomenclature Criminal Tribes Act. At that
time when the Act was enacted, it was implemented in the northern part of our
country. Later on in the year 1911, the area of administration to notify Criminal
Tribes Act was expanded which later included in other parts of our country also.
After Independence, the Indian Government took a special initiative to
repeal the Act in the }rc;;: 1952. This Act was required to erase the stigma which
was imposed on the people of our country. But still it is a fact that a suspicion,

mistrust still persists in our society, in those people who do not have their own

shelter.
You will be astonished to know that the British officials forced them to

move to a permanent reformatory 'sﬁﬂcmcntl; it was a virtual prison; it was simply
a labour camp. Can you imagine that the British officials have forced our citizens
to stay in a labour camp, to procure cheap labour for their farming? Evm those
tribes who were forced to put into permanent reformatory settlement were not
allowed to go beyond the limits of the camp. -

We had tried to erase the stigma. But again when we see that in our country,
after Independence, various States have legislated Habitual Offenders Act, then I
think, the British Administrative hangover has been again re-visiting us. Why do
we need Habitual Offenders’ Act? We have our Code of Criminal Procedure; we
have our Indian Penal Code; and others. _
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ME. CHAIRMAN (SHRI DEVENDRA PRASAD YADAV): Please conclude
wvour speech. . ;

SHRI ADHIR CHOWDHURY (BERHAMPORE, WEST BEMGAL): [ have
taken only five minutes,

ME. CHAIRMAM: But I have a long list. Already we have taken 30 minutes on
this. 5

(n3/1620/rk-asa)

SHRI ADHIR. CHOWDHURY. (BERHAMPORE, WEST BENGAL): Sir, still
some discrepancies persist in categorizing the Nomadic and Denotified tribes in
various States of our country. I would give you an account of it. The Banjara
people are reated as OBC in UP, however treated as Scheduled Tribes in Andhra
Pradesh and the same tribe is being treated as Scheduled Castes in Kamataka and
Denotified Tribe in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.

In the case of Badar, they arc categorized as OBC in UP but Scheduled
Tribes in Bengal and Denotified Tribe in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu. 1 have a
number of examples in this regard.

My first request to this Govemnment, through the Hon. Minister, whom 1
think is very competent to make a social change of our country because she has
raised the slogan of ‘pay back to the socicty® which I always acknowledge with
high appreciation. This kind of discrepancy, this kind of dichotomy should be
done away with. They should be given a separate category. Like the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes they also can be given the privileges and other
welfare provisions by our Union Government.

I would like to give you a brief account given by Mahasweta Devi who has
won the Jnanpith Award. She has been for long associated with the tribal people-
all over the country. She has referred that her home State is West Bengal. In
1977 there were .thrcc notified tribes Lodha, Kheria and Sabar. Killing of
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not for crimes committed by them. They weres !rm;had only because they were
bormn as Lodba. The Lodha tribe is still treated as the criminal ribe in various paris
of the country, including West Bengal. The Sabars population in West Bengal is
simply on the threshold of starvation lhm-'ughuur. their life. Bebtwsen 1960 and
1998 more than 50 Kheria Sabars had boeon Killed by the police and mob-lynched.

Im all the caces, police took no action.
February 1998, in West Bengal Budhan Sabar was tortured by police and
such kind of discrimination is continuing. Already the Renke Commission has
recommended various measures to protect these nomadic people who belong to
various communities. 1 would request the hon. Minister to give details of nomadic

tribes and denotified tribes which are remaining in India.
(ends)
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SHRI P.S. GADHAVI1 (KUTCH): Sir, I rise to support the Resolution moved by
hon. Shri Haribhau Rathod. He has already gone into details therefore, I do not
want to go into details again. I would like to make a submission that in Gujarat
also, there are 12 denotified communities, namely, Bafan, Chhara, Dafer, Hingora,
Me, Miyana, Sandhi, Theba, Wagher, Waghari, Chuvalia Koli and Koli. If you
look at their condition, it is the worst. : _

As regards nomadic tribes, in Gujarat, there are many tribes like, Bajania,
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SHREIMATI ARCHAMA MAYAE (KENDEAPARA)Y Sir, | thank you for giving
= =0 oppottunify toe participats in the resolution om the plight of persons
belomging to denotified tribes and nomadic fribes incleding the Banjeras. 1 am
roguesting  the Governmment to bring suitable lt:gia-lﬂil.:ln for their owverall
development. The Resolution mowved by the hon. Member, Shri Haribhau Rathod
is a wolcome step in the right direction. ' ;

Ve know that our Constitution provides for the welfare and development of
Schoduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes ond Backwsird Classes. But there nrc a
number of denotified tribes and nomadic tribes including the Banjams who
contimes to suffer from constant bunger, malnourishment, ill-treatment and
cxploitation

According to 2001 census, the Scheduled Tribes accounted for B4.32
milfions comresponding 1o £ 2 per cont of the country™s population. These tribes
and pomads can be empowensd threugh edvcation and vecational comployment
programmes. More owllays should be made for development of forest villapes and
minor imigation of tribal villages and their land in the country. Similarly, more
developmental schemes should be launched by exteanding financial assisiance to
Self Help Groups.

{371 640 rbn'sk} .
Family-oricated income geoncreting schemes should be lsunched for their
development.  Community-based developrment schemes for the Primitive Tribal

. Groups and forest villagers should be cocouraged.

Education can change the lives of poople for gencrations. Thercfore,
mphuhahuﬂdb:givtqmﬂwuﬂnnnﬁmufdu—mﬁﬁcdanﬂ:mﬂi:kibcghlﬁ
especially in the low ltcracy arcas. More Central scctor scholarship schemes for
the cducation of de-notified tribes and npomadic community should be launched.
hderitoriows de-potifficd students should be concoyraged to pursus their studies at

degres and a1l post-graduate levels.
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Financial support should be extended to them in the form of term loans and
micro credit at concessional rates of interest for income generating activities. In
order to encourage m-a.rketi.n,g of tribal products, more and more Tribal Marketing
Federations should be created in the country. More retain markets and sales

outlets should be set up to help the forest dwellers.
There is an urgent need to implement the provisions of the Scheduled

Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act,
2006. . This will go a long way in recognizing the forest rights._of forest. dwelling
de-notified tribes and nomadic tribes.
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There is another case. In this connection, I would like to mention that there
are dalit Christians, dalir Muslims. There is a Committee appointed to inquire
about their rights. It is the Ranganatha Misra Committees. If [ understand properly,
that Committee has already submitted its Report and the recommendations. 1 do
not know how to describe it. An attitude of keeping quict is one thing. [n a way,
they are trying to keep it away from the people. It is kept a secret. It has not been
placed on the Table of this House. NMobody knows what the Report of the
Ranganatha Misra Commitiee is. I is aboutl several millions of people who think
that probably they would overcome their social oppression and repression by way
of conversion. Probably, that did not happen. Now, they are nowhere. They are
neither here nor there,

In a democracy, il is the responsibility of the Governmenl to seéc that every
section of the people is taken into account. Whatever is their legitimate right, that
right is to be accepled. Here, it is not happening. That is the unforfunaie sifuation.
This case is another classic example. If the figure of 15 crore people is comect, 1
am very sommy that nothing has been.done. There is a Report of the Technical
Advisory Group on De-notified, Momadic and Semi-Momadic Tribes of the
Govemnment of India, 2006. We are good at making Reports. Probably these
Reports will find very good reading for the posterity when they come to the
Library. But the responsibility of the Government is not merely raaking Reports,

1 have glanced through that Report. So many welcome suggestions are there
to improve their social status, to improve their economic condition and to provide
for reservation in education and jobs, Good suggestions are there. There arc
suggestions in the Report but the Government is not acting on it. At the end of the
discussion, I am sure, the hon. Minister will say that she congratulates thé hon.
Member for bringing forward this Resolution: The hon. Minister may also say:
"We will take {.mtc of it."
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Madam Minister, | remember that one of the first Resolutions in this House
which was discussed — you were the Minister — was about reservation to the

Scheduled Caste and the-Scheduled Tribe people in the private sector. Four-and-a--

half years ago, we discussed it. ] remember the beautiful answer that you gave that
the Government would take action, would consider that seriously. Four-and-a-
half-years passed. I do not know whether you remember it or not. I hope yon
remember it. But a Minister should rmcmber and act. Only then your
responsibility is fulfilled. 1 am sorry, the Government did not act on that. I do not
want to take much of the time of this House. We are discussing about & large
section of the people — 15 crore of people — who are dispossessed, who are
landless, who are homeless but in a sense who have nothing of their own.

(t3/1650/ksp/rpm)
At least the State should claim that they accept these people as our citizens.

NEXT
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